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August 22, 2008

David Willard

Director, Arrowmont

556 Parkway

Gatlinburg,  TN  37738

Dear Mr. Willard:

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is aware that Pi Beta Phi is considering selling the

land leased to the Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts.  Listed on the National Register of

Historic Places, the Arrowmont School of Art and Crafts was founded in Gatlinburg in 1945 as an

extension of Gatlinburg’s Pi Beta Phi Settlement School and the University of Tennessee’s craft

department.  The story of Arrowmont and Pi Beta Phi are an intrinsic part of Gatlinburg’s history,

with their successful collaboration having helped Arrowmont achieve distinction as one of the

finest arts and crafts centers in the South. To lose the historic campus located at 556 Parkway

would be an irreparable loss not only to Gatlinburg’s tourism economy, but to students of fine art

as well.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private, nonprofit membership organization

dedicated to saving historic places and revitalizing America's communities. Recipient of the

National Humanities Medal, the Trust was founded in 1949 and provides leadership, education,

advocacy, and resources to protect the irreplaceable places that tell America’s story. Staff at the

Washington, D.C., headquarters, six regional offices and 26 historic sites work with the Trust’s

270,000 members and thousands of preservation groups in all 50 states.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation recognizes the many pressures brought to bear on

historic resources located within Gatlinburg’s town center.  We respectfully remind you however,

that the complex of buildings located on Arrowmont’s campus are the city’s only National Register

listed properties, their presence on the parkway the last vestiges of Appalachian culture and craft.

We ask that the traditional partnership so skillfully managed by Pi Beta Phi and Arrowmont

continue as it has, and that the intrinsic sense of place represented by Arrowmont’s campus be

protected by permitting the organization to remain at its current location.
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I thank you for your attention and the kind consideration of these remarks.  I am pleased to speak

with you, should you have questions, or need additional assistance.

Sincerely:

Nancy C. Tinker

Senior Program Officer

cc: Claudette Stager

Susan Knowles


